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ate unfavourable, less than 10 per cent of the land is cultivated,
but south of the 60th parallel the percentage of cultivated land
increases in many places to between 20 and 50 per cent, while in
the south of Skane it is over 80 per cent. Of the whole country
about one-eleventh is cultivated, oats, wheat, rye, potatoes, sugar-
beet, and fodder plants being the most important crops. The pro-
duction of cereals does not meet the home demand and importation
is necessary.
The large natural meadows, covering over 3 per cent of the
total area of the country, and the extensive forest pastures have
encouraged the development of dairy farming. There are about
3,000,000 cattle in the country and large quantities of butter are
exported, chiefly to Great Britain.
The forests which occur in all parts of Sweden, except on the
plateau* cover half its area, and provide about 48 per cent of its
exports. Timber and wood-pulp are chiefly obtained from what
is known as the Forest region, that is, the eastern slope of the
Scandinavian plateau between the Palaeozoic rocks of the plateau
proper in the west and the belt of marine sands and clays in the
east, and between the bare rocks and marshes often found in the
north and the lands which axe suitable for agriculture in the south.
Here, climate and soil render the land unsuitable for agriculture,
the snows of winter facilitate the removal of the timber from the
forests, and the spring freshets float it down to the coast, along
which stands a line of small towns, all engaged in the preparation
and export of forest produce. As in Norway, water-power is ex-
tensively used to drive machinery in saw-mills and pulp factories.
Great Britain is Sweden's chief customer for timber, but other
European countries take a large share. The United States is an
extensive buyer of paper and pulp.
The most important factor in the mineral wealth of 'Sweden is
iron ore, which occurs in the central parts of the country and in
Lapland. In the first of these regions, the chief ore fields lie to
the north of the lakes, and include the Grangesberg, the Dannemora,
and the Norberg, the first having by far the largest output. The most
important fields in Lapland are those of Gallivare and Kierunavaara,
both of which lie within the Arctic circle. The mines, which have
only been opened up within recent years, now produce about three-
fourths of the Swedish output. They are connected by rail with